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1. During the period from 9 #o 20 October 1953, air force units equipped with
MiG-d5s, Yak-1ls end I1-10s were continually observed holding joint exer-

cises
9, 10

with army troops in the area between Weimar and Thueringer Wald. On
end 11 October, vhen the army units were assembling near Bad Berke,

air activity was limited to flights, protably recmnnaissance missicns, over
the assemtly area. The formations observed never numberdd more then four
@ reraft each, AL most two formations of four MiG-15s and two formations
of four aircraft of sther types were observed simultaneously over the area.

2, After

the ground troops had started their attacks on 12 Octoter, ground

attack aireraft attacked patches of voodland and roads, remaining over the
‘battle area for up to one hour; the MiG-158 were seen over the area up to

35 minutes. The ground attack aircraft approached in formations, frequently
flying elong valleys, suddenly climbed chsmglng their formation to line-abreast
formation, and then dived at the targets from an altitude of 200 to 300 meters

at an
above

angle of 20 to 40 degrees. The aircraft pulled out of dive 20 to 25 meters

the ground. While zooming, the aircraft again assembled in formation and

repeated their attacks at the ground tergets. MiG-15s vere only employed for
the protection of the ettacking aircreft. No night sorties were observed..

3, As the weather was good during the maneuver and there was good visibility at

times,

it could be observed that the bulk of the units landed near Erfurt.

25X1 qgmggh Evaluation of reports covering the period from & to 22 October
1

95
partici

ndicates that protably the following units of the Twenty-Fourih Air Army
peted in the maneuver in Thuringis held by the Eighth Gds Army betwean

13 and 15 Octoter 19533

Fighter division in Merseburg with the fighter regiments from Koethen, Merseburg
and Altenburg airfields;

Fighter division in Grossenhain with the fighter regiments from Grossenhain and

Brand

airfields;

Ground attack division in Brandenburg with the ground attack regiments from

Brande
Ground

nburg-Eriest and Brandenburg-Arado &irfields;
attack division in Alt-Loennewitz with the ground attack regiménts from

25X1 Brandis, Alt-loennewitz and Finsterwslde airfields.
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The following transfers were protebly effected in connecticn with the
zssembly of 2ir units in the tatile ereaj

Ground attack regiments {rom Erandenburg-Iriest anl Brendenburg-irado, &ud
protably one fighter regiment from Grossemhain to 'rfurt-Iindersleten ei.
field;

Ground attsck repirent from Alt-Loennewitz to Sehksuditz neer Leipzig and’
elements of this regiment possitly to Merseburg;

Fossitly the ground atteck regiment from Finsterwslde te Altenburg air=
field, es ground attack sireraft were otserved at this fieid.

Since the number of aircraft and eir sctivity et elzow, Brand snd Groseimne
bain airfields decrezsed considerably during the period of the rancuvers,
it is sgsumed that the fighter regiments from these airfields were truns-
ferred to other # rfields for the meneuver. The sircraft were protably
trensferred to krfurt-Binderslebten, 7ltenturg end Koethen ai rfields as &2
incressed number of eircraft was otserved et these fields, '

The fact that the units assentled in the Koethen-Prandis-Altenburg area :s
well s in the brfurt-Findersleken area may indicate thet the zir force
units vere orgenized into &n emstern group and a western group during the
maneavery while the attecking army units protably rmoved from the Ilm I'iver
south of Weimer towsrd the west into the area srownd Arnstaedi.
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